Crisis Control Mamstry offers
Poverty Simulation at Caleb’s Creek
Eiementary School

BY JERMNIFER EIWENSEY EMINGER
Uifestyies Editor

On. Wednesday, Crisis- Con-
wrod Ministey (CCM) visited writh-
teachers and staff at Caleb’s Creek
Elementary School (CCES) to of-
fer a Poverty Simulation to give
teachers an insight into what life
is like for families living in pov-

. erty

Bill .Blackburn,

director of
~ training for CCMs Personal De-
- velopment Program, said . they

~trave put on 55 of these events-in
Forsyth County since 2013. He
said while they mainly offer them
to churches and schools, they
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have done a few for busi-
nesses and the Clemmons
YMCA.

According to CCMs
Poverty Simulation bro-

- chure, the two-hour event

is designed to help partic-
ipants understand what it
might be like to live in a
typical low-income fam-
ily trying to survive from
month to month, The ob-
jective is to sensitize partic-
ipants to the realities faced
by low-income people.

“We have . five more
scheduled for this year)
Blackburn said, noting that
they use CCM and commu-
nity volunteers to help with
the event,

Blackburn  explained
that the two-hour event is
broken up into four weeks
and each session is 15 min-
utes, Monday through Fri-
day

“It’s a fast-paced simula-

tion” he said. “The volun-

teers sit at resource tables
around the room.”
Blackburn mentioned
that resources include
things like employers, so-
cial services. agency, doc-

tors offices, school, qtiick
cash worker, banker/loan
collector, supercenter clerk,
morigage/rent  collector,
pawnbroker, police office
and cthers. While the re-
sources are placed aroumnd
the room, the family groups
are placed in the middle of

the room, where the indi-

viduals in each family are
assigned a role and sce-
nario that a typical family
might have, such as a fam-
ily member that may be
disabled or one that cannot
speak English. Within these
roles, families must attempt
to provide basic necessities
and shelter during their
15-minutes, during which
time they experience the
many challenges that strug-
gling families living pay
check to pay check face

“During the first and
second week, its usual-
ly pretty quiet, but by the
third and fowth week,
people get frustrated. They
start getting angry and start
stealing,” Blackburn shared.
“When we do a debrief at
the end of the four (simu-
lated) weeks, people really
start’ to show their. emo-
tions.”

Several of the simula-

tion families shared what it

Vickie Ladd

The “Xanthos” family

was like to take part in the
simutlation. The Yarrow and
Xanthos families were giv-
en the same family dynamic
and scenario.

The “Yarréw family”
included Yuri,» 52, (Vickie
Ladd), Yolanda, 9, (Dee-
ann Kidd), Yohan,
Rudel), and Yomelda, 50,
(Shelby Tj ames):

Similarly, the “Xanthos
family” included Anthony,
52, (Elizabeth Darrah), Zei-
da, 50, (Ashton Kelly), Zoe,
9, (Phillip Williams), and
Kerxes, 7, (Gina Hill), who
gave herself the nickname
of “X-Man,” to completely
take on her role as a young
boy. :

- In both famlhes, the
grandfather has no high
school diploma, is a di-
abetic- and “has mebili-
ty - problems; therefore,
he is unable to work and
receives
grandmother has a high
school diploma and works
full-time as a cashier, but
has very limited English.
The granddaughter and
grandson  both  attend
grade school, while the
granddanghter helps her
grandfather in the commu-
nity. The grandson was di-
agnosed with ADHD and
is a handful for the grand-
parents.

The family profile read
that each family lives in a
small home, and they are

7, (Brian .

disability. The’

paying off a first and sec-
ond morigage. Grandma
is working full-time while
grandpa is disabled and
staying at home with the
grandchildren who came to
live with them six months
ago when their daughter
was incarcerated for drug
use. 'The house needs sever-
al repairs and insulations to
help reduce their monthly
utility bill and make it more
comfortable.

They only have one reli-
able vehicle of which they
are still paying off a loan.
The grandparents have in-

‘surance through the grand-

mother’s woik, but the
children have no insurance
coverage. Due to the grand-
son’s recent diagnosis of
ADHD and the associated
problems, the family’s ex-

- penses have increased. The

father has no contact with
the children and cannot be
located. During the third
week of the simulation, the
Realville Public School was
closed for holiday. '
During the simulation,
the Yarrow family was vis-
iting the community action
agency to see if they could
get some type of assistance.
 “We are asking for as-
sistance because we didi't
qualify for anything with
Social Securityy Ijames
said.
Ladd added, "My (wife)
still works and makes oo

much money, but we don't
have enough to pay the
bills, so we are applying for
food stamps”

Ladd said the experience
was enligltening.

“It’s eye opening becanse
you don't realize all the de-
tails that go inio getting
what you need and the time
consirainty she said. “Even

 though this was just a simu-

lation, it was stressful”
Gjames explained that
while going through the
simulation, her grand-
daughter had to miss school
so the grandfather could go
to the Social Security of-
fice, and even after going
through a whole (simula-
tion} day, they didnt get
any assistance.
Rudel  said
through the simulation
made him realize that
when they, as teachers, call
hore to a parent/guardian
about misbehaviors, that it’s
probably the least of their
worries, as they are fight-
ing to make ends meet, If
the child 1s suspended, it
just adds more stress be-
cause the parent either has
1o mmiss work to stay home
with the child or the child
has {0 stay Home alone.
Williams, from the

going

Kanthos family, said going

through the simulation was
all too familiar as he grew
up in this type of situation.
He added that while some
people may change the
way they teach after going
through the simulation, he
has always interacted with
his students with a certain
amount of empathy know-
ing they may be living in a
similar situation,

Kelly said she really en-
joyed having the chance to

- experience the poverty sim-

ulation.

“Ks  beneficial,”  she
said. “We sometimes get
wrapped up in teaching
and. this is. a reminder
that there is more than

are worried about. This is
all fake and were getting
stressed about it. We take
a ot of things for granted”

Graham Rights, one of
the event voluntecrs, has
participated in 36 of the 55
simulations, during which
time Rights has been in
charge of the pawn shop,
which was repamed “Di-

amond Grahams Pawn
Shop” for him.

CCM  Executive Di-
rector Margaret Elliott’

explained that he was as-
signed to the role the first
time hé volunteered with
the Poverty Simulation.

“Its funny to see a re-
tired Moravian minister
get into this role,” she said.

Rights, who is still a
Moravian bishop and does
visitation for Home Mora-
vian Church, is a member
of CCM’s Board of Direc-
tors. He shared why he en-
joys volunteering for the
Poverty Simulation.

“T think it is a very im-
portant experience. Every-
body needs to be aware of
the circumstances people
in our community face
and this does a very good
job of getting that across,”
he said, adding that the
discussion at the end of
the simulation is always
good, as they hear how it
affected people. “Some talk
about how they are going
to chanige the way they do
things”

To offer the program,
there must be 40-80 partic-
ipants high scheol age or
older. 'The cost is $10 per
participant, which helps
offset the program cost.
Blackburn noted that there
are scholarships available
for schools.

If interested in having
CCM’s Poverty Simulation
program at your school,
church or business, contact
Blackburn at 336-724-7875
ext, 1020 or bblackburn@
crisiscontrol.org.
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